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By Friedrich de La Motte-Fouqué (1777-1843) 

Translated by F. E. Bunnett 

Undine is a novel by Friedrich de la Motte-Fouqué concerning Undine, a 
water spirit who marries a Knight named Huldebrand in order to gain a 
soul. It is an early German romance, which has been translated into English 
and other languages. The novel served as inspiration for two operas in the 
romantic style by Ernst Theodor Amadeus Hoffmann and Albert Lortzing, 
respectively, and two ballets: the nineteenth century Ondine and the 
twentieth century Undine. An edition of the book was illustrated by Arthur 
Rackham. In The Fantastic Imagination, George MacDonald writes, “Were I 
asked, what is a fairytale? I should reply, Read Undine: that is a fairytale … 
of all fairytales I know, I think Undine the most beautiful.” (Summary from 
Wikipedia) 

Total running time: 03:08:08; read by Pete Williams, Pittsburgh, PA. 
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Cover picture by Arthur Rackham (1919). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU and all countries with author’s life 
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